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Title: An act relating to providing credit towards child support obligations for veterans benefits.

Brief Description: Providing credit towards child support obligations for veterans benefits.

Sponsors: Senators Darneille, Conway and O'Ban.

Brief Summary of Bill

* Provides that Veteran's Administration benefits apportioned on behalf of a child of
the veteran must be treated as if the benefits are paid toward satisfaction of the
veteran's child support obligation.

Hearing Date: 3/24/15
Staff: Edie Adams (786-7180).
Background:

Veteran's Administration (VA) benefits generally may not be garnished. However, federal
statutes and regulations allow for the apportionment of VA benefits to provide spouses and
dependents with financial support under some circumstances. The VA may apportion a veteran's
pension or compensation benefits to the veteran's dependent children if the veteran is not paying
his or her child support obligation. An apportionment will generally not be made if it would
cause undue hardship to the veteran.

The Division of Child Support (DCS) is responsible for administering Washington's child
support enforcement program. The DCS provides support enforcement services to parents
receiving public assistance and to those non-assistance parents who request support enforcement
services.

The child support enforcement statutes provide that when the Social Security Administration
pays Social Security disability dependency benefits, retirement benefits, or survivor's benefits on
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behalf of a child of a disabled, retired, or deceased person, those benefits must be credited
towards the parent's child support obligations for the period for which benefits are paid. A
similar provision gives a credit to the parent when worker's compensation benefits are paid by
the Department of Labor and Industries on behalf of or on account of the parent's children.

There is no similar statute authorizing the DCS to grant credit to an obligor parent for the
amounts of the parent's VA benefits that are apportioned by the VA on behalf of the parent's
dependent children.

Summary of Bill:

Veteran's Administration benefits that are apportioned to pay child support on behalf of a child of
the veteran must be treated for all purposes as if the veteran paid the benefits toward the
satisfaction of the veteran's child support obligation for the period for which benefits are paid.
Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Available.

Effective Date: The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is
passed.
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